THE    WAR

Vicksburg alone remained on the Mississippi as
a Confederate post of any importance. A second
Confederate line had its strongest point at Chat-
tanooga on the Tennessee river and the railway
farther to the east of Corinth and Memphis. But
nothing was done in 1863 to conquer what re-
mained, though Grant was anxious to act. It was
not until 1863 that the western theatre came
finally under Union control. On July 4, 1863,
Grant captured Vicksburg. When, five days
later, a smaller fortification, Fort Hudson, far
down the river in Louisiana, also surrendered,
the Union had command of the whole stretch
of the Mississippi and encircled the South. *The
Father of Waters,' said Lincoln in a memorable
phrase, 'again goes unvexed to the sea.' By two
further battles, Chickamauga, in Georgia, on
September 19-30, and Chattanooga on Novem-
ber 23-25, the Confederate armies were over-
come, though with tremendous losses on
both sides. The Union thus stood, in the
winter of 1863, in a position of great strategic
possibilities.

In the eastern theatre, no such startling possi-
bilities had been opened up in 1863. The same
story seemed to be told again that had been told
in 1861 and 1862. Generals are appointed; they
lose battles and they are superseded. On Decem-
ber 13, 1862, General Burnside, superseding
McClellan, had been defeated at Fredericks-
burg, Virginia, as already mentioned. He was